textbook for trainee specialists taking a higher degree and a useful handbook for the practising otologist.
The new edition includes descriptions of some of the more recent techniques of vestibular and cochlear testing. The section on operative surgery has been fully revised to reflect the changes in otological practice during the past four years. Mr Ludman's copious illustrations are an essential part of the book, enlarging upon and reinforcing the written word.
This will continue to be a popular and useful book and many future Fellows of the College of Surgeons will have cause to be grateful to the author.
R F MCNAB JONES
Recent Advances in Medical Microbiology edited by A P Waterson MD MRCP pp viii +-355 illustrated 65s
London: J & A Churchill 1967 That no 'Recent Advances in Bacteriology' have appeared since 1951 might suggest a lack of progress in medical microbiologywhich is ludicrously false. The years since then have seen the control of poliomyelitis, the development of virology as a science in its own right, vast improvements in diagnostic method, the synthesis of antibiotics and other major advances in every aspect of the subject. Professor Waterson has had a formidable task in selecting topics for review and discussion, and has begun wisely by modifying the title to include all forms of microorganisms on an equal footing. The subjects chosen have a wide appeal for clinician and laboratory worker alike. Of the first five articles, all of which are concerned with virus diseases, two deal with immunization and control of measles and poliomyelitis, and another two with the difficult clinical and diagnostic problems of aseptic meningitis and respiratory virus infections. The final one reviews modern methods in diagnosis. While the chapter on measles includes a detailed account of the fundamental properties of the virus, the tone of the others is essentially practical.
Three of the other chapters deal with organisms whose importance has been either unrecognized or underestimated, the mycoplasmas, the anarobic cocci, and toxoplasma. Controversy still rages round each group and the discussions are well timed. Finally the problem of inactivation of antibiotics by protein binding in body fluids is considered.
The authors are acknowledged experts in their fields and their accounts are authoritative and readable. The book fulfils the function of a series of this sort in that the topics are of great importance and the reviews selective and critical. The revived series is off to a good start. Press 1967 These are the collected papers of an International Symposium held in Helsinki in October 1965 and financed by the Sigrid Juselius Foundation for Medical Research. The meeting was attended by some 70 international experts working in a variety of different disciplines and this report represents the first manifestation of the Foundation's international activities.
Control of cellular growth is of the very greatest importance in biology: it has particular interest for problems as diverse as tissue replacement and repair on the one hand and the nature of malignancy on the other. In this book this great problem is discussed in relation to results and to theoretical concepts drawn from a wide variety of different experimental approaches, reflecting the diverse backgrounds of the contributors. With about 30 important papers it is impossible to do more than single out the most unusual topics with the most original approaches to them. Thus, the thought-provoking and stimulating survey on The Strategy of Growth by R J Goss forms an admirable introduction to the whole, whilst the papers on Environmental Feedback Control of Cellular Growth by A D Glinos and Autoregulation of Growth by Tissue Breakdown Products by H Teir and co-workers deal with similar phenomena in a complementary manner.
Other sections of outstanding interest are those on lymphoid cells (3 papers), liver regeneration (5 papers) and neoplasia (6 papers). The Reflections by a Plant Physiologist at a Symposium on Growth Control in Animals (P Larsen) provides a fitting contribution to the final general discussion. At £5 this extensive and well-produced volume is reasonably priced and, although it has taken a considerable time to appear, few outstanding advances have been made in the field since the symposium was held. Altogether the book gives an excellent survey of a fascinating and important subject.
